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	White Mountain Retirees Picnic
 A Grand Success
The 5th Annual White Mountain Retirees Picnic is history.  More than 120 former Guardsmen and family members attended.  Picnic goers enjoyed a slightly breezy Thursday afternoon with high temps in the 70’s that provided a near perfect day for the festivities.  Show Low Mayor Rick Fernau was present and welcomed everyone to his city.  Background music was presented by local vocalist and guitarist John Darst.  Also, fine Mexican cuisine from Pinetop’s Los Corrales Restaurant was served to hungry attendees.        

    This retiree’s event is a continuing success due to dedicated White Mountain picnic committee members.  They give their time and effort to ensure all picnic preparations are accomplished just right.  Our thanks to everyone who makes this annual event a success year after year.      
Financial Planning Info Now Available
The updated retirement information package on Financial Planning and Survivors Benefits is now complete. It was sent to all on the e-mail list and was included with this edition of the mailed-out newsletter.  It’s also available on the 162nd web site at 162FW.ang.af.mil/retirees.  Our goal is to get this information out to every one of our retirees.  As a military retiree, assistance is available to help you organize your financial affairs.  This service is part of your retirement package and is provided to you by Uncle Sam.  Don’t leave your loved ones scrambling to organize your hard earned assets after you are gone.  Do it now while you have the option to make your own choices on how to distribute your estate.  These services are available at Davis-Monthan AFB and other military installations.  Who to contact is included in this package.
  Start financial planning today!
   
	VIP Attends White Mountain Picnic
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Rick Fernau, Mayor of Show Low, AZ, and former member of the 161st ARW, Phoenix Air National Guard, addresses attendees at the ANG 2009 White Mountain Picnic.

	
	White Mountain Picnic Enhanced with Faces From Tucson ANG’s Past
Paul Ollerton, former pilot with the original 152nd FIS, and his friend Lorraine Newhouse, enjoyed the picnic. 
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Jim Walker (left), and his wife Lynn (right), shared 1960’s stories with George and Janet Carpenter. 
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	. Where Are They Now?
We are looking for former 162nd members to share their retirement story.  The goal is to let old friends and coworkers know how your retirement is going. Intimated details are not required; all we want are a few comments on where you are and what you are doing.

     One example of what we are looking for was a Feb 09 El Tigre article on Jim Burden, a former Public Affairs worker now retired in the White Mountains of Arizona.
     Another article, published in the June El Tigre, profiled John “Sheet-Iron” Smith, the first person to enlist in the newly activated 152nd FIS way back in 1956.  John recently visited the unit and received a private tour of the current facilities.

     If you would like to participate in this program, contact any Retirees Office member, or call the 162nd Public Affairs office at (520) 295-6192 and ask for Capt Gabe Johnson.


	Upcoming Retiree Events

* 9 Sep 09 - HonDah Casino - The final seasonal monthly retiree’s White Mountain breakfast will be held at 7:30 am. This event will resume in May 2010.

* 2nd Wednesday of each month (except October), the Tucson breakfast will continue to be held at the Wilmot Road HomeTown Buffet at 7:30 am.  

 * 3-4 Oct 09 - The annual Steak Fry and Retirees Commander’s Briefing are scheduled for Oct UTA.  Briefing is Sunday @ 10am in the Base Auditorium.  Updated information will be in the October El Tigre.  

* 14 Oct 09 - The semi-annual Retirees Luncheon is scheduled at the Oracle Road HomeTown Buffet at 11 am.  This luncheon will be held in lieu of the monthly breakfast on this date.
Put these important dates on your calendar!
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